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The Inspirational Story of
Captain William Whitfield and Manjiro Nakahama

Grace Davignon

Manijiro’s challenges relate to a large goal in my life. My goal is to travel when
| am older, because | would like to get a sense for other cultures in the world.
| have lived in the same town my entire life, and while it is a nice town, |
would like to explore the rest of the world. Different cultures interest me
because | know that a lot of cultures are very different from American culture,
and | would like to learn what those differences are. | also believe that people
aren’t put on this Earth to live their entire life in a few little towns. | want to
live my life to the fullest, and to me, traveling is how | can do that. Like
Manjiro’s goal, my goal is not easy to get to. | cannot simply start traveling
without doing the work first. If | want to travel on my own, | will have to work
hard to save money to travel. If | decide to study abroad, | will have to do
research of what educational opportunities exist in other countries to get a
feel for what | will enjoy and excel in the most. No matter which path | take,
learning is required. However, although getting to my goal in life will take
work, and | will face challenges throughout it, none of it will ever compare to
what Manjiro went through on his journey.

The Whitfield-Manjiro story inspires me greatly. The link that Manjiro made
between Japan and America not only helped Japan learn about other cultures
in the 1800’ s, but it also created a bond between the two sister-cities that
still lasts today. “In the course of a dangerous and uncertain life, he
constructed an enormous symbolic bridge linking a small whaling village in
the United States with his own fishing village in Japan and touching upon
many Pacific islands along the way,” says Donald R. Bernard in the book The
Life and Times of John Manjiro. Even though Manjiro’s journey was difficult
at times, he thrived in the places he visited. By traveling and spending time in
America, Manjiro built connections with many people across the world.
Everywhere that Manjiro visited, he learned from the place and the people.
When he was questioned after he returned to Japan, he informed Japanese
officials of what American culture was like—religion, funerals, government,
criminal justice, marriage, daily life, technology, and music. Manjiro’s skills
were also very helpful to his nation. He translated a book and was a translator
and a Professor of Navigation, started the first whaling industry in Japan, and
helped his country in many other ways. The most inspiring part of the entire
story, however, was the fact that Manjiro was on what probably seemed like a
never ending journey in which all he did was face hardships, yet he never
gave up. Manjiro faced many obstacles during his journey, such as sailing all
the way home to Japan then being sent away, and being questioned for
months after finally reaching Japan. However, through all of these hardships,
Manjiro never gave up. He just kept working until he got home to his mother.
Manjiro’s attitude through his journey taught me a lesson—that no matter
how difficult life may get, you must not give up on happiness.

10



TR 28FE FMHBELRE B @rem
List of Corporate sponsors of CIE Japan FY2016

AISIN

TA U REERR A
AISIN SEIKI Co., Ltd

ANAS

SHAZHKRASHT
All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd.

TOYOTA

b3y BEERARAE
TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION

Vo FIAShE
k2R

TOYOTA BOSHOKU
CORPORATION

[o®)
FUJITSU

ELEkASH
Fujitsu Limited

S SEHE

—EBHBEUART
Mitsubishi Corporation

100FED{ERHE

ni:d=

EEEREART

Kajima Corporation

PDAIKIN

A4 F v TEKRA
Daikin Industries, Ltd.

= SHEEh R

KA S H B i

Toyota Industries Corporation

NI'iCO

HHAE=71

Nifco Inc.

brother

7Y -TEEKARH
BROTHER INDUSTRIES, LTD.

S =EES

=Zroklsit
Mitsubishi Shokuhin Co.,Ltd

. ®
kikkoman
Fv 11— kALt

Kikkoman Corporation

DENSO

AT VY —
DENSO CORPORATION

Ak =

SHEREkAST

Toyota Tsusho Corporation

= NYK.

BABMRN St
NIPPON YUSEN KABUSHIKI
KAISHA (NYK LINE)

=HiFREE

=HERBEXEREERST
Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance
Company, Limited

@ FHiowHEDR

AL HRIRIEERT

Meiji Yasuda Life Insurance Co.

JTEKT

XTIz 77 b
JTEKT CORPORATION

7 Bh ALY
EHGHGKRT
TOYODA GOSEI CO., LTD.

€D TOYOTA
FINANCIAL SERVICES
NIAYT7AF Vv
H—E KA

TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES
CORPORATION

ESHMINO

BEEHBERART
Hino Motors, Ltd.

I =sHERRT

KRS =HERIRIT
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking
Corporation

EMSARASt /7T e VI —TR—IL7 1 v 7 2Rt/ WRB EABAKRERER ST/ /Y 2y VAo /S RIERERR ST

AICHI STEEL CORPORATION / Asahi Group Holdings,Ltd. / Tokio Marine & Nichido Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. / Panasonic Corporation / Yazaki Corporation

FR28FE ENBH=

Corporate members

= B
B— R &G +3k

PazHERRREER Y/ MRS ZERRUFIRT
Meiji Yasuda Life Insurance Co. / The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ,Ltd.

AWMEEAY 3 Y FRIIA YL 71— LK ES
EEORRREY 57—

John Manjiro Whitfield Commemorative

o
m

Center for International Exchange

T102-0083 BRFEBFLARBAET 2-12-18 '3 > 7 2 Z58H 602
TEL : 03-3511-7171 FAX 1 03-3511-7175

GRAND AXE 602 2-12-18 Koujimach, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-0083, Japan
TEL : +81-03-3511-7171 FAX : +81-03-3511-7175
Email : manjiro@manijiro.or.jp  URL : http://www.manjiro.or.jp



